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BLACKALL
TAMBO VISITOR GUIDE

your Outback 

BASECAMP

Curated local itineraries
Country adventures
Heritage & cultural trails

Stay here explore everywhere



Welcome to Blackall Tambo, 
where travellers arrive curious 
and leave connected.

Perfectly positioned in the heart of 
Central West Queensland, this region is the 
ideal basecamp for exploring the landscapes, 
heritage and experiences that define 
Outback Queensland.
Enjoy your time exploring pastoral landscapes, 
creative communities and iconic history that is 
celebrated in every corner. Then return each 
evening to warm hospitality, artesian waters 
and star-filled skies.
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COME home 

               TO country.
BIG SKIES. WORKING COUNTRY.  

REAL COMMUNITIES.

Travel aboard the Spirit of the Outback rail journey to Longreach, then continue by road.

Drive via major outback touring routes including the Matilda Way, Barcoo Way and Outback Way.
Brisbane to Blackall: approx. 963km (around 10–11hrs).
Rockhampton to Blackall: approx. 614km (around 6-7hrs).
Townsville to Blackall: approx. 912km (around 10hrs).
Brisbane to Tambo: approx. 862km (around 9–10hrs).
Rockhampton to Tambo: approx. 614km (around 6-7hrs).
Townsville to Tambo: approx. 912km (around 10hrs).

Direct flight from Brisbane to Blackall with QANTAS.
Alternatively, fly from Brisbane to Longreach or Charleville and continue by road.
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WHERE heritage COMES  alive

DISCOVER BLACKALL

Discover the power of artesian waters. Watch the rhythm of the 
saleyards. Stand by the Barcoo River as the sun dips low.

Blackall helped build Australia’s wool story, and that 
legacy still stands proud. Before entering the iconic 
Blackall Woolscour for a guided tour, start your 
local adventure with a coffee or breakfast along the 
main street, or ease into a morning with a dip in the 
temperature-controlled artesian pools at the Blackall 
Aquatic Centre. 

Wander the welcome streets to uncover landmarks 
shaped by wool, cattle, community, and a life on the 
land, before settling down for the evening and feeling 
the power of the bush as the sunset falls over the 
Barcoo River.

A DAY IN BLACKALL

Scan to book
WOOLSCOUR TOUR AND 
CAMP OVEN DINNERS

MORNING
Woolscour Tour or Saleyards

LUNCH
Main Street Café
AFTERNOON

Sculpture Trail
EVENING
Sunset on the Barcoo River
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Finish the evening at a local pub or 
restaurant where local beef, country 
hospitality and outback stories bring 
the day to a close.
Blackall isn’t just a stop along the 
road. It’s a place to stay, explore 
and experience.

Spend the afternoon exploring Ram 
Park or following the town’s Sculpture 
Trail, then pop into the Bushman’s 
Gallery to see local creativity in action.
As the day winds down, make your way 
to Roly Poly on the edge of town, a 
stunning vantage point for sunset over 
the western sky.

Blackall Woolscour visitblackalltambo.com.au

Lunch is a cultural affair at the Lodge 
on Hawthorne, a beautifully restored 
Masonic Lodge now serving as a 
café and garden retreat, offering the 
perfect pause before an unforgettable 
afternoon adventure.

TEA IN A GRAND OLD LODGE

ROAM, RAMBLE AND 
CHASE THE SUNSET

PULL UP A CHAIR AND 
SETTLE IN

Time your visit with 
a Thursday Bushies 

Blackall Tour during cattle 
sales for an unforgettable 

experience at the 
Blackall Saleyards.

LOCAL TIP
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The historic Blackall 
Woolscour is the last 

remaining steam-powered 
wool washing plant in 

Australia. See the massive 
machinery in action and 

hear stories from the 
region’s rich pastoral 

history.

LOCAL ICON

https://blackallwoolscour.com.au
https://visitblackalltambo.com.au/


nature CULTURE adventure

EXPLORE TAMBO

Start your morning in Tambo with a coffee and bite to eat 
at one of the town’s welcoming cafes, where you can sit 
under an iconic Tambo Bottle Tree.

The town welcomes you to connect to Australia’s past as 
you walk through the Tambo Heritage Precinct, a lovingly 
restored display of historic buildings that tell the story of 
pioneer spirit and innovation that shaped the region.

No visit to Tambo is complete without a stop by Tambo 
Teddies to see the famous handmade sheepskin bears. 
Each teddy is individually crafted on site, making them a 
unique piece of outback craftsmanship and a memorable 
souvenir from your visit.

WAKE UP IN THE OLDEST TOWN IN THE WEST!

A DAY IN TAMBO
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MORNING

LUNCH

Heritage Precinct Walk

Grassland Art Gallery
AFTERNOON

QANTAS Crash Site

EVENING

LATE AFTERNOON

Ben’s Chicken Racing

Tambo Dam

Tambo is where the outback opens wide. 
Big skies, quiet waterways and rugged 
landscapes invite you to slow down, explore 
and breathe it all in.

As evening falls, head back for Tambo’s 
cheekiest tradition — Ben’s Chicken Racing. 
Cheer, laugh, and soak up the outback 
spirit that makes the town unforgettable.

visitblackalltambo.com.au

After lunch, take a leisurely stroll along the 
Barcoo River before visiting the nearby QANTAS 
crash site. Soak up the stunning outback scenery, 
hear the fascinating story, and imagine the 
dramatic events that unfolded here.

By mid-morning, wander into a local art 
gallery, where sculptures, paintings and quirky 
installations showcase the creativity of the 
outback. It’s a chance to see how artists capture 
the spirit of the region — its vast landscapes, 
wildlife, and the people who call it home.

RIVER WALKS AND BUSH TALES

ART WITH OUTBACK HEART

Take a break at Tambo’s charming cafés, where 
outback hospitality, strong coffee and hearty 
bites await. Pop into Mary and Martha’s for a 
cosy local favourite or Fanny Mae’s for sweet 
treats and a welcoming smile, the perfect pit 
stops to recharge.

TAMBO CAFÉS WORTH STOPPING FOR

CLUCK, CHEER AND COUNTRY FUN

Take a scenic drive beyond town, or simply enjoy the sense of space that defines this 
part of the world. In Tambo, nature, adventure and outback freedom go hand in hand. If you’re arriving late 

in the day, check 
out some of Tambo’s 
heritage sites open 
24hrs like Flo the 

restored fire engine.

LOCAL TIP
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wellness AND warmth

refresh AND explore

INDULGE IN 
THE MOMENT

Unwind into the country town lifestyle in Blackall and Tambo with naturally heated artesian 
pools, leafy garden spaces, and welcoming cafés for the ultimate reset. Step back onto the road 

feeling refreshed, renewed, and ready for the next adventure.

In Blackall and Tambo, travellers discover their outback basecamp, with cafés, fuel, 
accommodation and friendly faces.

Slow down on your journey through Outback 
Queensland and enjoy all the benefits a rural 
town has to offer. Treat yourself to a leisurely 
coffee or lunch in serene garden cafés, browse 
local shops at your own pace, or enjoy a glass 
of wine as the sun sets low. 

Let the naturally heated artesian pools in 
Blackall and Tambo melt away tension as you 
unwind, refresh, and reconnect with yourself.
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Staying overnight is easy with a range of options 
to suit every budget. From motels, cottages, and 
charming farmstays, to full-service caravan parks 
and cabins. You can even find free camping 
spaces if you’re looking for a quiet river view. 
Take a break from the cooking and enjoy the 
hospitality of local pubs, restaurants and cafes, 
or join the locals for a sunrise chat at a coffee 
van or two. 
Before your next adventure, stock up on the 
essentials from the local butcher, bakery, and 
friendly grocery store, with camping and general 
supplies also available in town.

RECHARGE IN 
TOWN
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Blackall and Tambo sit at the crossroads 
of some of Australia’s most iconic outback 
journeys; the Matilda Way, Wellness Way and 
Outback Way. After miles of wide, open country, 
these towns offer a place to pause, reconnect 
and feel the true spirit of the outback. 
They’re more than just stops along the way. 
These towns offer a basecamp for your 
adventures, a place to set down roots for a 
while and immerse yourself in a lifestyle that is 
good for the soul.

As part of the Queensland 
Electric Super Highway, 
Blackall offers an EV 

charging station for your 
next roadtrip.

LOCAL TIP

The Lodge on Hawthorne, 
a beautifully restored 
former Masonic lodge, 

where you can savour lunch 
in the peaceful garden or 

charming interiors.

LOCAL ICON

https://visitblackalltambo.com.au/


The bush is known for its artistic storytelling 
and creative expressions, and you can 
experience it for yourself when you visit 
local galleries and walk the sculpture trails 
in both Blackall and Tambo. 
Step inside the Grassland Gallery or 
Bushman’s Gallery to discover exhibitions 
by talented local artists, or get some 
fresh outback air as you discover the 
museums, heritage displays, landmarks 
and remarkable sculptures that pay 
tribute to this part of Australia.

Don’t miss the Sculptures in the 
Grass Exhibition in Tambo open until 
12 October 2026.

art AND culture

CREATIVITY UNDER 
WIDE SKIES

Across Blackall and Tambo, creativity appears in unexpected places, from street sculptures 
and murals to galleries and studios shaped by the colours of the landscape.

Drop in to the local 
Visitor Information 

Centres for guides to 
each town’s Sculpture 

Trails that you can 
explore at your 

own pace.

LOCAL TIP

LOCAL events

WHEN THE OUTBACK 
COMES ALIVE

From busy agricultural shows to live music under wide open skies, this 
region celebrates the Outback spirit year-round.

Annual Agricultural Shows

Tambo Stock Show 2 May 

Blackall Show 8-9 May
Blackall Blackstump Bonanza Rodeo Weekend 13 June

MAY JUNE

Way Out West Drovers Night Out with James Blundell and the QLD Cattle Drive
Under the stars at the Historic Blackall Woolscour 10 July

JULY

BOOK EVENTS AND 
TOURS ONLINE

Outback Racing in Tambo 

and Blackall

SEPTEMBER

Outback Circus Carnival
Tambo Rodeo 22-30 August

AUGUST
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The Blackall Woolscour 
hosts a special 

series of Ghost Tour 
evenings during winter, 
with eerie stories and 
candlelight dinners. 

Not one to miss!

LOOKING 
FOR MORE?

https://visitblackalltambo.com.au/events/
https://visitblackalltambo.com.au/
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Handcrafted from premium Australian wool, the 
iconic Tambo Teddies are cherished keepsakes found 
in homes around the world. Inside the workshop, 
visitors can watch skilled makers bring each bear to 
life — from carefully selecting fabrics to hand-cutting, 
stitching and finishing every piece with care.
Each teddy carries its own character, making it a 
meaningful reminder of the outback. Beyond the 
bears, the store showcases a range of locally crafted 
products, including soft woollen seatbelt covers, 
luxurious genuine sheepskin rugs, and a thoughtful 
collection of gifts and souvenirs that reflect the 
region’s pastoral heritage.

CRAFTED IN TAMBO, LOVED WORLDWIDE
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No visit to Tambo is complete without meeting the town’s most 
famous residents - Tambo Teddies.

Tambo Teddies

visitblackalltambo.com.au

TAMBO icons

TAKE A PIECE OF 
THE OUTBACK HOME

This beautifully preserved facility tells the 
story of the wool industry that shaped 
the Outback, offering a glimpse into the 
ingenuity and hard work of generations 
past. As you wander through the historic 
buildings and original machinery, you can 
almost hear the rhythm of shearing and 
the hum of the scouring process that once 
brought wool to life.
The Woolscour isn’t just a museum — 
it’s a living connection to the nation’s 
history, where hope, innovation, and the 
spirit of the Outback are preserved for 
all to experience.

heritage IN motion

Discover your connection to Australia’s wool history at the Blackall Woolscour, 
one of the most remarkable industrial heritage sites in Queensland.

BLACKALL 
WOOLSCOUR
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Scan to shop
TAMBOTEDDIES.COM.AU

Check out dates for 
popular Camp Oven 

Dinners under the stars 
on the Woolscour website, 
with real bush flavours - 

shearer’s cook style.

LOCAL TIP

Scan to book
WOOLSCOUR TOUR AND 
CAMP OVEN DINNERS

https://visitblackalltambo.com.au/
https://blackallwoolscour.com.au
https://www.tamboteddies.com.au/


VISITOR 
ESSENTIALS

CONNECT TO 
COUNTRY

From the striking escarpments of national parks to adventurous self-drive routes, and immersive 
cultural experiences with Traditional Custodians, the Blackall Tambo region invites you to explore, 
connect, and be inspired by its natural beauty and timeless stories.
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Before you set out to explore the Blackall Tambo region, it helps to be prepared. Here’s key 
information on local services, accommodation options, fuel stops, road conditions, and safety 
tips for outback travel.
Whether you’re planning a short visit or an extended basecamp adventure, knowing where 
to eat, stay and refuel ensures your journey across this rugged and spectacular landscape is 
smooth, safe and unforgettable.

Everything you need to know for a safe, comfortable and unforgettable 
visit to the Blackall Tambo region.

DAY ONE

ROAD 
UPDATES

BLACKALL 
TOWN MAP

TAMBO 
TOWN MAP
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Making calls out west? 
Make sure you have a 

Telstra-connected phone 
plan to ensure you have 
coverage when visiting 

our region.

LOCAL TIP

DAY ONE

SALVATOR ROSA
Explore Carnarvon National 
Park with spectacular 
sandstone escarpments, 
bushwalking trails and 
camping beneath the stars.

From Blackall: approx 300km 
From Tambo: approx 200km

IDALIA
Rugged outback wilderness, 
dramatic landscapes and 
incredible wildlife.
From Blackall: approx 400km 
From Tambo: approx 270km

NATIONAL PARKS

TAMBO WILDERNESS 
WAY
A 270-kilometre self-drive 
adventure through the 
dramatic ranges and 
gorges of the “Rooftop of 
Queensland”.

LANGLO–ADAVALE 
ROUTE
A remote 4WD journey 
through working station 
country where wildlife and 
livestock roam freely.

SCENIC DRIVES

Stratford Country is your 
chance to experience immersive 
guided tours of the land 
and its stories — Indigenous, 
pioneer, and present — through 
scheduled all-inclusive stay-and-
tour weekends, exclusively for 
self-contained caravanners.
From ancient rock art and 
hidden caves to sweeping plains 
and native grasses, every step 
brings you closer to the rich 
history and natural beauty 
of the region. You’ll leave 
with memories, insights, and 
experiences that stay with you 
long after the journey ends.

CULTURE

Book a tour 
or weekend 
package

Acknowledgement of Country: Blackall Tambo Regional Council acknowledges Australia’s Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples as the Traditional Custodians of the lands and waters on which we live, learn 
and work. We pay our respects to Elders, past and present and emerging, and to our shared future.

Disclaimer: The contents of this publication are believed correct at the time of printing. While every effort has 
been taken to ensure accuracy Blackall Tambo Regional Council and dtb! Advertising disclaim all liability and 
all responsibility for the consequences of errors, incorrect information or changes in the details given, and for 
any inconvenience sustained by any reader using this guide.

https://visitblackalltambo.com.au/
https://www.btrc.qld.gov.au/Community/Community-Information/Blackall-Tambo-Region-Road-Report
https://visitblackalltambo.com.au/contact/#blackall-town-map
https://visitblackalltambo.com.au/contact/#tambo-town-map
https://stratfordcountry.com.au/dates-and-bookings/


COME home 

               TO country.
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Blackall Visitor Information Centre / Shamrock Street / 07 4657 4637
Tambo Visitor Information Centre / Arthur Street / 07 4654 6408 

To arrange a booking email tourism@btrc.qld.gov.au 
For more information see our website visitblackalltambo.com.au

@visitblackalltambo #visitblackalltambo

https://visitblackalltambo.com.au/
https://visitblackalltambo.com.au/
mailto:tourism%40btrc.qld.gov.au%20?subject=enquiry%20from%20Blackall%20Tambo%20Visitor%20Guide
https://visitblackalltambo.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/visitblackalltambo/
https://www.instagram.com/visitblackalltambo/

